The Great Dane Club of America, Inc.

Board of Directors Meeting
July 28, 2018
All motions are considered unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

Board Meeting: Called to order at 8:56 am
Present: Jason Hoke, Jamie Harshfield, Cindy Harwin, Jean Highlands, Denise Matulich, Lynda Moriarty, Karen Desjardins, Bob Edison, Kathy Munyan, Neil O’Sullivan, Teresa LaBrie, Darryl Pitts Kathleen Fennell 

 Absence of Board Members:  Sue Davis Shaw, Linda Cain, Joyce Rowe, Phil Gray 
Motion:  To accept absences of Sue Davis Shaw, Linda Cain, Joyce Rowe Phil Gray: 

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

Second: Lynda Moriarity
 Minutes – Kathleen Fennell
Motion:  To accept the minutes from the 04/18 meeting with the following corrections: 
o Change Neil O’Sullivan’s absence to unexcused 
o Mary Ann Land has put together a letter and form to have vets in the listing. The letter and form will be put in the upcoming bulletin.  
o Motion: To make a $500 donation to Charitable Trust in memory of Dr. Keith Murphy. During his time at Texas A&M Canine Genetics Lab he was one of the people that lead the charge to characterize both the Merle and Harl gene.  

o 2020 – Central Division – Sandusky, Ohio

 P. 4 All reservations should note that reservations must cancel by 09/08 or they will forfeit deposit. 

o Motion for GDCA to absorb the cost of future Top 20 posters. 

o Trophy Chair needs to be made aware that according to NSSR only one GDCA agility obedience and rally trials will receive trophies. Any other agility trials held in conjunction with a GDCA National will only receive ribbons.

Moved: Cindy Harwin
Second: Karen Desjardins   Abstained: Bob Edison & Neil O’Sullivan
 President’s Report – Jason Hoke 
Discussion of protocol for distributing information between board/membership-1st always Constant Contact then social media (club & personal) as well as mail. 
Motion: To move to Executive Session @ 9:10 AM 
Moved: Bob Edison 

Second:  Teresa LaBrie
Moved out of Executive Session @ 10:12 AM


Motion: To appoint Bob Edison to begin forming an Ethics Subcommittee. To consist of 5 members as follows: an active AKC judge, an attorney, a professional handler, a breeder of merit, and a veterinarian/scientist. One of these 5 will be a GDCA past president. 
Moved: Jamie Harshfield
Second: Cindy Harwin
Abstained: Bob Edison 


Motion: To begin developing an orientation program for New GDCA Board members to be headed by Karen Desjardins
Moved: Cindy Harwin
Second: Denise Matulich
Abstained: Karen Desjardins 

 Secretary’s Report –Presented by Jason Hoke- 

First ballot for 2020 Judges has been sent out. There is an updated list of AKC approved Dane judges on website. 
2nd Quarter AKC Canine Health Foundation balance $23,659.16 

Member Correspondence received regarding recent Trial Board results- As Trial Board chairperson, Neil will address this. 
Correspondence 07/10/2018 from AKC approving standard revision

AKC Correspondence for AKC Meet the Breed in Eukanuba requesting Parent Club registration premium list information and prize medallions in obedience, conformation & rally due August 1st

· Treasurer’s Report - Kathy Munyan 

Motion: Kathy Munyan requested that the money refunded for the Wobblers Study $2160.99 and the funds received from the Purina Partnership Program $4650.86 be sent to the GDCA Charitable Trust.
Moved: Teresa LaBrie
Second Karen Desjardins
· Affiliate Club Representative’s Report – Cindy Harwin
·  I received an application for an education grant from Lehigh Valley GDC which I forwarded to the Charitable Trust

· Western Washington GDC sent bylaw revision to be approved before they are sent to AKC. 
· Delegates must have a letter from their club to be recognized at the National meeting if they are substitutes.

 AKC Delegate’s Report – Jean Highlands
· Attended AKC Educational Summit:

· Detection Dogs are mostly coming from overseas Czechoslovakia. AKC wants to encourage American breeders to participate
· Club Development-Club Agreement letter for clubs sharing show clusters 

· Jr. Ambassador program- Jr Email & Jr.  scholarships

· AKC Live Webinars- Jean will send updates when new webinars are scheduled 

· Museum of the Dog- Will be coming back to NY. Due to the number of items, the AKC will auction items that can’t be used. There will be a 2-week preview for parent clubs before the public auction if parent clubs want the items. 
· Jean encourages that other Board Members consider attending one of the educational summits held the proceeding days of the AKC Delegate meeting.  Attendance would need to be authorized/invited by Parent Club president. 

Standing Committees:

o Advisory –Linda Ridder, Dave Miller, Dianne Powers~ ~No report 

o Awards – Margaret Ontl 
~Working on membership 25+ and 50+ year pins
~Working on duplicate Annual awards 
o Constitution & By-Laws – Nancy Ridgway & Lourdes Carvajal & Linda Cain 
~Working on print copy 

o Futurity – Michael Pacucci/Kathleen Fennell  
~As of July 2018 
2018 1st Nominations: 200 2nd 466 245d 221b 

2019 1st 38 12 total 7d 5 b 

Motion: To accept resignation of Kathleen Fennell as Futurity Statistician and appoint Kathy Baraga as Futurity Chair 
Moved: Karen Desjardins 
Second: Jean Highlands

o Health & Research – Dr. Neil O’Sullivan & Dr. Darryl Pitts
 Fertility Study~ Neil presented a report from Stuart Meyers, DVM, PhD, which outlines a proposal to fund a research project which will work to determine the cause(s) of infertility/sterility in male Great Danes and work towards improving semen preservation and fertility. Tabled for conference call.  

 Megaesophagus~ Presented an update to the study Leigh-Ann Clarke has been working on. Due to an increase in the number of samples provided a 2nd GWAS is now able to be studied.  


 Merle Gene ~ Neil discussed the progress of the study and the test now available for sequencing. Discussion of Judges Education that would include basic health issues that could result from breeding merle/mantle merle while not turning into a full-blown genetics discussion. 
Motion: To hire a professional to record a Q& A with Leigh-Ann Clarke about the Merle Gene, the variation of the Merle gene and its impact on color in breeding Great Danes 

Moved: Bob Edison

Second Teresa LaBrie


CHIC Requirements ~ Discussion regarding Parent Club input into specific test requirements for CHIC # Specifically requiring Echocardiogram and Holter exams. 
Motion: To require that CHIC requirements accept only Advanced Cardiac screening which includes an echocardiogram for CHIC # in Great Danes 

Moved: Teresa LaBrie
Second: Denise Matulich

         Auscultation vs Echo ~
Motion: To approach Eddie Dziuk at OFA to request that auscultations be disallowed as part of acceptable screening for Great Danes and accept only Advanced Cardiac screening which includes an echocardiogram. 

Moved: Teresa LaBrie

Second: Denise Matulich
o Judges Education – Bill Stebbins, Dale Tarbox and Jane Treiber
 Meet the Merle- 

o Discussion on an appropriate candidate for “judge”

o Need to have an entry form ~ day of entries only

o Limit to 50 entries. 

o As a non-regular event will use non-regular ribbons for 1st-4th for each class 6-9, 9-12, 12-18, and Open in each sex 

o Rosettes for Best and Best of Opposite- Include Meet the Merle 

o Coordinate with Official Photographer 


 Merle Education~ Discussion on developing an FAQ regarding the merle. 

 Artist, Power Point Review
 Grammatical errors

 Photo reviews
o Policy for Picture Usage and Guidelines~ The current policy is being researched 

o Judges Selection – Sue Davis Shaw 
 First ballot for 2020 Judges has been sent out. 
o Junior Showmanship – Tristen Lawrence
 Jason will forward the information from the AKC Educational Summit regarding the new AKC Jr. Ambassador Program to Tristen 
 Pizza Party @ National 
 Discuss Tristen being part of the Jr. Scholarship Presentation

o Membership Health and Welfare – Melanie Wisdom, Sue Davis Shaw 
~Carla Rotunda passed away May 5th 
~If you know of any members with health issues or deaths to please report to Melanie or Susan. 

o National Specialty Coordinator - Lynda Moriarty
 2018 – Mid West Division – Topeka, Ks.
o Health testing being scheduling

o Peppi ribbons ordered

o Trophies ordered

o New Title (conformation & performance) rosettes ordered
o 8 Bronze Sponsors

o Show applications in and approved~ Superintendent Foy Trent 

o RV Parking sold out~ 29 on wait list

o 650 Welcome Bags 

 2019 – Northeast Division – Va. Beach, VA.  
o Updated financial plan ~ Kathy Munyan assisted 

o Revised show proposal 

 2020 – Central Division – Sandusky, Ohio
o Sawmill Creek contract revised, signed and is completed

 2021 – Southeast Division -Myrtle Beach, SC
o Received contract for board to review

 2022 – South Central  
o Reviewing possible show sites ~Purina Farms a consideration

 2023 – Western 
o Will be electing a Division Chair soon

o Will be reviewing possible show sites 

 Division Realignment
o Several options were presented for review and future discussion 
o Discuss options with our Dane clubs for ideas/thoughts etc. 
o Performance and Companion Events – Barbara Bristol
 Constant Contact email for help has gone out, several have come forward to find out what is involved. 
 Working on Job Description for this program at both the National and Divisional level 

o Public Education – Jeffrey Ball & Jay Miller
 Jay Miller reported that they are building framework for the booth 
 Images selected, all colors included, board will review 

 Nikki Riggsbee is working on a “Danes through History…Then and Now…” component
 Carol Moser is working on a “Visual History” component
 All Print and photos need to be approved by the BOD  

o Rescue – Kathie Shea ~ 
New Hampshire Danes are being moved around 

o Standard (Breed) – Sharon Fulford-Fint
 On track, will be published in Gazette in August ~ Getting ready for judging in January 
o Website – Dan Palantino
 Dan sent an update~ Estimating an October 1st soft launch for Board before presenting to membership 

 Interactive US Map option for breeders and possible Dane Clubs~ enquiring of cost 
Special Committees

       Breeders Education – Joy Lobato/Cindy Harwin
· Encourage people to attend~ this isn’t just for brand new Dane people, encourage attendance of all Dane enthusiasts

· Will build on the program that was presented at last year’s National 

· Look into recording and streaming on website 

Breed Mentor – Bill Stebbins 
· Received applications from Mimi Kim & Kathleen Davis to be considered for Breed mentors

Motion: To approve Mimi Kim as a Breed Mentor 

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

Second: Teresa LaBrie
Abstained: Jean Highland 
Motion: To approve Kathleen Davis as a Breed Mentor

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

Second: Teresa LaBrie
Motion Failed   

Breeder Referral – Michelle Conroy~ No report 

Charitable Trust  - Sue Davis Shaw 
~Jason read correspondence from GDCA Charitable Trust regarding the proposal from Stuart Meyers, DVM, PhD, to research fertility/sterility issues in male Great Danes asking for GDCA partnership in funding the program. 




~ Charitable Trust Financial~ Questions: 

· What is Network for Good/Facebook?

· What is the Robert & Carolyn Thomas Scholarship? Set up $25,000 to assist Veterinarian Scholarship Applicants & Jr Westminster Qualifiers
· Jason will get clarification of both aspects of this fund

· February 2018 entry $104,000 general donations 
· April 2018-May 2018 there was a reduction on General Donations 

· Question of Insurance under Operating Expenses 

Corporate Sponsors – Laurie Maulucci~ No report 

Historian – Dan Palantino~ No report 


Legislative – Jean Highlands ~ Jean continues to forward any timely communications to the cubs. 

Membership –Lynda Moriarty  
Motion: To approve the following list of names to be published in the bulletin to consider for membership 
Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

Second Bob Edison
Letters concerning the approval or disapproval of applicants should be directed in writing to:

Lynda Moriarty
28933 Post Oak Run
Magnolia, TX 77355

The following applicants have been approved by the Membership Committee for publication in the GDCA Bulletin.  The Membership Chairman must receive comments concerning these applicants during the forty-five (45) day period following publication.

Courtney Miller

12012 150th Street Court East

Puyallup WA 98374

205.317.8400

rareearthdanes@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Donna Clark & Tia Uchello-Britts

Interests:  Companion Events, Health & Research, Pedigree Bank

Elizabeth Mignin

909 Olds Lane

Archbold OH 43502

567.444.4763

Sharonmignin@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Jan Miner & Peggy Clark

Interests:  GDCA Website, Historic, Junior Showmanship

Brian Gens

2835 NW 166th Court

Clive IA 50325

320.522.1547

bdgens@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Dr. Neil O’Sullivan & Bev Klingensmith

Interests:  Legislation

Christopher & Ashley Gandees

30554 Pecan Valley Loop

Wesley Chapel FL 33543

813.500.2582

Ashley@gandees.net

Sponsors:  Logan Rees & Traci Rinoldo

Interests:  Companion Events, Health & Research, Judges Ed, Pedigree Bank, Rescue, Standard

Glenda Burns

6321 Woodward

Merriam KS 66202

913.522.1869

ggburns@sbcglobal.net

Sponsors:  Linda Cain & Lourdes Carvajal 

Interests:  Companion Events, Health & Research, Rescue

William Robert (Rob) Post

105 Ridgemoor Drive

Homewood AL 25209

205.641.0327

wrpost@gmail.com

Sponsors:  T. Lynn Adams & Paula Heller

Interests:  Awards, Budget & Finance, Health & Research, Legislation

Cynthia Steiner

25123 Bayfair Court

Bay Village OH 44140

440.263.6044

Cyndy.steiner@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Kathy Baraga & Gregory Griner

Interests:  Fundraising, Futurity, Health & Research, Newsletter

Danielle Peters

14358 Loyalty Road

Leesburg VA 20176

631.902.7750

mkchihuahuas@aol.com

Sponsors:  Mimi Kim & Lori Beilke

Interests:  Futurity

Robert & Dolores Barker

16600 Champions Ct

Clermont FL 34711

352.241.9474

Bobanddee83@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Jody Hill & Lorraine Rainwater

Interests: Awards, Membership
Applications are gathered on a quarterly basis.  Deadlines are as follows:  July 1, 2018, October 1, 2018,  January 1, 2019 and April 1, 2019.  Completed applications received prior to these dates will move forward at that quarters’ Board Meeting.  Those received after the deadline will be held for the next quarters’ Board Meeting

NOTE: THERE IS AN UPDATED APPLICATION AND SPONSOR FORM ON THE GDCA WEBSITE!!!
The following candidates have been approved as new members of the GDCA 


Hailey Clark 

9377 Prairie Ave

Prairie City IA 50228

641.891.2253

autumnridgegd@hotmail.com

Sponsors:  Dr. Neil O’Sullivan & Bev Klingensmith

Interests:  Fundraising and Rescue

Kerrey Purvis 

2137 Hawthorne Ave

Waverly IA 50677

716.338.6511

smgdanes@gmail.com

Sponsors:  T. Lynn Adams & Mary Barnett

Interests:  Companion Events, Health & Research, Junior Showmanship

Diane Collins 

1909 Ashmont Drive

VA Beach, VA 23456

757.435.6406

Paws030953@aol.com

Sponsors:  Nikki Riggsbee & Darlene Bergan

Interests:  Companion Events

Kim Gaskins

4281 Arbor Club Drive

Marietta GA 30066

404.626.9284

kim@poshpalette.com

Sponsors:  Jay Miller & Kathy Toomey

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed, Championship Awards, Companion Events, Futurity, Judges’ Ed, Judges’ Selection, Pedigree Bank

William and Libbie Wessels

3525 Winchester Road

New Market AL 35761

256.508.6209

tudorwessels@mchsi.com

Sponsors:  Charity Peech & Jackie Fulkerson

Interests:  Awards, Charitable Trust, Membership

Melanie McAdams

6804 Mooresville Road

Tanner AL 35761

256.602.4152

Mfischer1@bellsouth.net

Sponsors:  Jackie Fulkerson & Charity Peech

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed

Fay Rogstad

W13502 County Road P

Black River Falls, WI 54615

715.284.4021

sumnergreatdanes@gmail.com

Sponsors: Mary Lee Williams & Jessie Gerszewski

Interests:  Futurity, Public Education

Jessica Gibbs

4305 Hernandez Street

Jurupa Valley CA 92509

909.374.9546

Jgibbs29@gmail.com

Sponsors:  John Neet & Gary Romerosa

Interests:  Awards, Health & Research, Public Education, Performance & Companion Events

Kriston Loveland 

5205 W 4250S

Hooper UT 84315

775.385.7967

kristonloveland@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  JP Yousha & Joyce Guthrie

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed, Companion Events, Health & Research, Historic Committee, Judges’ Ed, Pedigree Bank, Standard 

Katie King

1218 N 17th Avenue

Pensacola FL 32503

850.723.6737

nwflgdr@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Kathie Shea & Lisa Williams

Interests:  Health & Research, Public Education, Rescue

News Bulletin – Maria Perkins 
· Deadline is August 13 for bulletin submissions 

National Top 20 Coordinator – T. Lynn Adams 
· Judges/Handler Question~ 
Top 20 Statistician – Rita Suddarth~ No report 

Trophies – Jean Dinkins
· Getting quotes on 5 additional bases for the BOB base 

Old Business
 Trademark – Nancy Ridgway
 Copy of trademark was published in Official Gazette on July 10, 2018 ~ There is 30-day opposition period. If no opposition, we should receive Certificate of Registration. 

 Reminder there is a 10-year renewal for the trademark 

 National Specialty Judges Eligibility – Jason Hoke~ tabled 

New Business
· Review Code of Conduct – Jason Hoke~ tabled 

· Request to have AKC ATTS (American Temperament Test Society) recognition for Great Danes – Teresa LaBrie
· A temperament test or certification measures a dog’s reaction or behavior to various elements presented to them such as a stranger, usually of varying degrees ranging from neutral and friendly, to threatening and aggressive. A measure is also conducted on a dog’s reaction to auditory stimulus (gunshots) and reaction to visual stimulus (umbrella pop). There other environmental exposures such as unusual footing. An example would be to have a dog walk on a very unfamiliar surface.  The dog’s reactions are monitored for displays of unprovoked aggression, panic, or strong avoidance, all of which would usually be grounds for failure.
· More information on ATTS can be found at their website: 
https://atts.org/tt-test-description
Motion: To allow Great Danes to receive AKC ATTS Recognition 

Moved: Denise Matulich

Second: Daryl Pitts

· Proposal for National Position for Vendor Chair for National Specialties – Cindy Harwin
· Cindy forwarded a letter from Debi Romerosa asking the GDCA to consider a National Specialty Vendor Chairperson and volunteered to take on this position. 
· OFA Champion of Health – Lynda Moriarty
· Board will discuss specific requirements for this program and update form on website




Approval of Motions for Publication in the Bulletin
Motion to adjourn: Karen Desjardins 
Adjourn
Board meeting schedule –
2019 – January 19/20 @ Tucson; April 6/7; July 27/28
2020 – January 18/19; April 4/5; July 25/26
2021 – January 23/24; April 10/11; July 31/August 1
2022 - April 9/10
