The Great Dane Club of America, Inc.

Board of Directors Meeting
January 20, 2018
Board Meeting:

 Absence of Board Members:   None~ 

 Welcome Guests Joy De Gruccio, Cathy Schaffer, Lisa Foltz and Linda Tonnancour

 Minutes – Kathleen Fennell 
 Minutes reviewed from 10/18, 11/17 and 12/01 with a correction noted to remove Sandra Wierichs. 
Motion:   To accept the minutes of 10/18/2017. 11/17/2017 & 12/01/2017 with correction to remove Sandra     Wierichs from the membership list as she had passed away prior to becoming a member.           



Moved: Neil O’Sullivan
Second: Kathy Munyan

· President’s Report – Jason Hoke
· Received notice from Carol Grossman that as of Nov 30, 2017 we have earned $8623.74 in Purina Points. 

· Carol Grossman has been offered a retirement package and she has accepted. Westminster is her last event and her last day is 02/28

 Secretary’s Report – Sue Davis Shaw 
 Members have been notified of voting results for 2019 National.  
 Breed Mimi Kim Breed, Bitches Arnie Eckenrode, Dogs Bill Stebbins. 

 Futurity Neil O’Sullivan & Kathleen Davis
 Obedience Jim Ham
 Rally Karen Schroeder
 Agility Jack Cadalso 

 Correspondence from Nicholas Roman regarding assistance with a Cleft Pallet Survey
 Correspondence from Stephen Cai regarding assistance with a Diabetes Survey

 Asked for clarification in NSSR does “6 month” rule apply to foreign assignments 

 By-Laws ballot passed- 274 ballots- 262 in favor, 11 opposed, 1 disallowed

 Despite it being a hassle to approve each Affiliate club specialty, this change is working as clubs ARE sending updated rosters and paying dues

 Two rosters have been submitted by Lake Shore Great Dane Club

 A member has corresponded that she will refuse mail delivery and only accept correspondence via email, however no mail that has already been sent has not been returned

 Letter of complaint from a vendor at the National who had 2 individuals that did not pay for items they received, however it has been resolved
 Dazzling Paws jewelry emailed looking for breed photos to be used for design. If they accept the photos submitted, GDCA will receive a piece of their work which can be used for fundraiser, auction, raffle etc. 

 Great Dane flyer was returned to us by AKC for review and updating. It is a flyer we provided to the AKC for inclusion with registration papers for Great Dane puppies. 
 CHIC Report received 68 new/updated CHICs~ 25 of which are GDCA members.
 January AKC Gazette is out online~ Mimi Kim & Chantel LeCheval did a great column & tribute to Paddy Magnuson  
Motion:   To publish information regarding Cleft Pallet Survey from Nicolas Roman. Information will be sent via Constant Contact, Facebook, & Website           



Moved: Neil O
‘Sullivan
Second: Linda Cain

Motion:   To amend the motion regarding publishing the Cleft Pallet Survey to include publishing a Diabetes Survey from Dr. Stephen Cai via Constant Contact, Facebook, & Website 


Moved: Neil O
‘Sullivan
Second: Teresa LaBrie 


Motion:   To disapprove only sending electronic correspondences and ballots to individuals or clubs refusing paper mailed correspondences or ballots.           



Moved: Jamie Harshfield 

Second: Neil O‘Sullivan

· Treasurer’s Report - Kathy Munyan 
· Recd. $1015 Futurity- $315 1st Nominations/$700 2nd Nominations 
· Dues Income $11,218
· Pins/CD sales $61
· December Revenue $12,294 Expenses $5,020.12

Motion:  To accept the Treasurers Report as submitted 

         

Moved: Lynda Moriarity

Second: Phil Gray

 Affiliate Club Representative’s Report – Cindy Harwin
 Several clubs are in danger of shutting down. 
 Lake Shore Great Dane Club has submitted 2 rosters with different members/officers. A letter from an attorney has been received. Jason has recommended contacting AKC  

Motion: The Corresponding Secretary will send a written request to both factions representing Lake Shore Great Dane Club to submit to her all membership meeting minutes from 2016 to the current time within 14 days upon receipt. These requests will be sent both regular mail and Certified Mail with signature return receipt requested
          

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan

Second: Jamie Harshfield

 AKC Delegate’s Report – Jean Highlands   
 AKC has sent the list of the nominees for the AKC Board of directors to be voted on in March. 

Motion:  To authorize Jean Highlands to submit the following four candidates to the AKC Board of Directors: 



Ann Wallin 
James Dok
 Harold “Red” Tatro III 
Ronald Menaker 




Moved: Neil O’Sullivan

Second: Karen Desjardins

 Standing Committees:
  Committee Appointments
Motion: To accept the following Standing/Special Committee appointments based on those individuals’ acceptance:
Moved: Denise Matulich

Second: Cindy Harwin  

 Advisory Committee- remove Linda Tonnancour, add Dianne Powers

 Health & Research- add Darryl Pitts as co-chair 

 Judges Education- remove Jason Hoke, add Jane Treiber 

 Public Education-add Jay Miller as co-chair
 All others as listed or tabled

o Advisory –Linda Ridder, Dave Miller, Dianne Powers ~ No Report  

o Awards –  Margaret Ontl ~ No Report 
o Constitution & By-Laws – Nancy Ridgway & Lourdes Carvajal & Linda Cain 
Review and edit the line regarding who to mail ballots to for By-Law and Standard Revision – Jason Hoke
After much discussion, it was decided that we would leave this as is since Susan Davis Shaw had recused herself from receiving the ballots as Corresponding Secretary, being that she served on the committee. 

o Futurity –  Michael Pacucci~ 
Motion: To accept Kathy Baraga’s Futurity contract for 2018/2019 with edits regarding hotel stay and            

 
ribbons



Moved: Jean Highlands 
Second: Kathy Munyan

o Health & Research –  Dr. Neil O’Sullivan, Dr. Darryl Pitts 
 Dilated Cardio Myopathy- Dr. Kate Meurs DVM PhD - She is looking for tissue samples from effected Danes at time of euthanasia. She is also looking for blood samples of any geriatric Danes 9 and over. Especially Males.

 These Cardiac studies are especially important because many Danes are given a postmortem diagnosis of Dilated Cardio Myopathy, when in fact there are things that can appear to be DCM that aren’t. DCM can only be diagnosed at EKG with measuring the flow and pressure of blood into and out of the heart 
 Chagas- Chagas disease, also called American trypanosomiasis, is a disease spread by contact with contaminated triatomine bugs (also called "kissing" bugs, or assassin bugs). This disease can affect humans and dogs. It can be passed from dam to pups or sire to dam to pups.  Texas A & M and AKC now have this on their radar. Texas A & M is looking for any Kissing Bugs anyone finds. 
 Still want to make people aware there are studies for diabetes, seizures, Megaesophagus. Once we have the website updated, we will have more information, contacts, etc. 

 Megaesophagus- Teresa asked about the Viagra treatment. Neil will check on dosage etc. 

 Color Code- To be completed upon Standard Revision Vote  

 Neil was invited by the European GDC to come and speak about GD Health and Research here in the United States. It will be the last weekend in April. 
 Jamie asked about the increase in fees and guideline changes to OFFA Thyroid~ Neil will check into this. 

· Darryl added that he and Michelle Conroy have put together a lecture by Leigh Anne Clark regarding her latest research on Megaesophagus. Will be held in conjunction with the Great Dane Club of Mid-South Specialty show in Perry GA on Saturday April 14, 2018. It was also mentioned that the Atlanta airport is only about an hour from Perry so it is commutable for anyone wishing to attend.     

o Judges Education –Dale Tarbox and Bill Stebbins, Jane Treiber ~ 

 Report from Bill~ Presented an education seminar in Orlando in conjunction with Royal Canin show in December, had 20+ attendees.  There was a filming for the online judges’ seminar program. Both Jason and Bill have contributed to this effort. 
 Sue and Rachel helped with a video shoot that will serve as an “Introduction To The Great Dane”.  This will be on the AKC website. It shows puppies with children, different colors of Danes, gives very basic info, size, upkeep etc. Once we have an official link, it will come to the board. 
o Judges Selection – Sue Davis Shaw ~ See Corresponding Secretary Report 

o Junior Showmanship – Tabled~  

o Membership Health and Welfare – Melanie Wisdom, Sue Davis Shaw ~ No Report 
 Donation of $500 will be made in memory of Mort Evans to Charitable Trust~ No motion needed as this became automatic to honor GDCA members of 25+ years upon their passing. 

o National Specialty Coordinator - Lynda Moriarty
 2017 – Western Division status – Chandler, Az.~ 

o Received the final financials from Division~ Lynda thanked this division for an outstanding National. Raffle Room, Auction were all amazing and the proceeds generated by this division was phenomenal. The professional auctioneer was a huge success and well worth the fee!  

Motion:  To accept the final Western Division CPA Financial report and to authorize Kathy to distribute the proceeds as outlined in NSSR            



Moved: Lynda Moriarity 
Second: Phil Gray 

Abstained: Kathy Munyan

· Jason read a letter from Mike Boa; Western Division Chairperson~ He discussed the successes and struggles he experienced. 

o Board members felt that National Specialty Coordinator helped keep consistency from division to division. 

o National Sponsorship concerns can be addressed with a change to wording in the NSSR

 2018 – Mid West Division – Topeka, Ks.
o Division is on track~ Lynda is making sure they have their AKC paperwork set~ Performance chair is working on her end. 

 2019 – Northeast Division – Va. Beach, VA. ~ No National Committee report at this time, however Karen Desjardins reported that 2 of this divisions clubs (Cen Penn and Met Wash) are struggling to stay open/active.  Another club struggling is Western NY. 

 2020 – Central Division – Pheasant Run site visit by division delegates on 1/27/18~
o  Volunteers for new Division Chair and Show chair

Motion: To accept Arnie Eckenrode as Central Division Chair and Kathy Baraga as Central Division Show Chair          



Moved: Bob Edison

Second: Jean Highlands
Abstained: Lynda Moriarity
 NSSR Updates to Review and Vote~ Lynda Moriarity

o During the discussion of updates and edits, under Section VIII.  G ~ Kathy Munyan asked the board to consider the following: Traditionally Divisions have a 50/50 split of the proceeds with GDCA & each division. Kathy proposes a 50/50 split of proceeds up to $50,000 and then a 25/75 split of proceeds over $50,000 with the larger portion going to the Division. 
o Many edits were discussed. Lynda will edit and prepare for further review. 

o Performance and Companion Events – Barbara Bristol will be stepping down as chairperson but staying on committee. 

o Public Education – Jeffrey Ball & Jay Miller 

 Spirit Award Program submitted to be reviewed in April. 

 Jeffrey would like to see about revamping/updating the booth material. 


Motion: To allow Jeffrey Ball & his committee to begin researching and pricing for revamping the current Meet the Breed booth to include two booths: one to be kept in North East and one to be kept in South East             



Moved: Jamie Harshfield
Second: Linda Cain 
o Rescue – Kathie Shea ~ No report
 
o Standard (Breed) – Sharon Fulford-Fint 
 Jason will inform membership after February AKC Board Meeting vote. 
· Review and discuss using Heidi Martin for Standard Revision art and drawings – Jason Hoke


Motion:   To always use drawing illustrations instead of photographs for the GDCA Illustrated Standard          




Moved: Karen
 Desjardins
Second: Teresa LaBrie 

Motion: To allow Jason to move forward in working with Heide Martin to draw the GDCA Illustrated Standard            


Moved: Cindy Harwin 
Second: Phil Gray 

o Website – Dan Palantino
 We have received a proposal, with detailed information on revamping the GDCA website. Review for teleconference. 

Special Committees

· Breeders Education –  Joy Lobato/Cindy Harwin~ 
· Joy and Cindy working on putting together a manual for education to possibly be used at the National Breeders Ed program.  It will be more than a one year project. 

· Breed Mentor – Bill Stebbins – Approval Requested for Lynn Adams and Tracy Powell-Vote
Motion: To approve Lynn Adams and Tracey Powell DVM as Breed Mentors            

Moved: Linda Cain 

Second: Denise Matulich

· Breeder Referral – Michelle Conroy~ No Report 

· Charitable Trust  - Susan Davis Shaw 
· Lisa Foltz reported on their Charitable Trust Meeting held yesterday in Vegas, and  thanked the GDCA Board members who attended as guests.  She also thanked Neil O’Sullivan for his updates at the CT meeting regarding health and research. 
· Lisa distributed copies of the Charitable Trust financial reports & will email them to Sue to be distributed to the Board
· Lisa Encouraged everyone to continue letting breeders know about Megaesophagus study. 
· Lisa also mentioned the CT is looking at the possibility of assisting with funding echocardiograms for DCM diagnosed Danes in order to incentivize the study of Dr. Kate Meurs which needs samples of heart tissue from DCM effected Danes upon their euthanasia.    
· Susan thanked Jamie Harshfield for her idea of the National Junior Scholarship award which the CT did adopt at their meeting yesterday.  There will be a $500 scholarship awarded to Best Junior Handler and a $250 scholarship awarded to Reserve Best Junior Handler at the GDCA National~ 
· CT is also purchasing a Microchip Scanner to travel to each National for the Cardiac Clinic! 

· Corporate Sponsors – Laurie Maulucci~ No Report 

· Historian – Norvel Benoit~ Norvel wants direction for compiling historical information.  



· Legislative – Jean Highlands~ Jean sends any information out as soon as she can so it can get distributed to the affiliate clubs and members. Sometimes information comes and there isn’t enough time to send out~  

· Membership –Lynda Moriarty ~ 

The following list of applicants were read and voted on for membership
Tina Hillenbrand, Cynthia Day, Gail Holmes, Elyades Betancourt, Peggy Poulton, Kirsten Kauffman, Christine Compeau, Pat Gallup, Amy Engle, Angel Ketcham, Jan Storey, Shirley Spall

Motion: To accept the 4th quarter applicants Tina Hillenbrand, Cynthia Day, Gail Holmes, Elyades Betancourt, Peggy Poulton, Kirsten Kauffman, Christine Compeau, Pat Gallup, Amy Engle, Angel Ketcham, Jan Storey, Shirley Spall as members of GDCA


Moved: Linda Cain 


Second: Teresa LaBrie 
The following applicants have been approved by the Membership Committee for publication in the GDCA Bulletin.  The Membership Chairman must receive comments concerning these applicants during the forty-five (45) day period following publication.  Letters concerning the approval or disapproval of applicants should be directed in writing to:

Lynda Moriarty

28933 Post Oak Run

Magnolia, TX 77355
Gloria Batchelor

2507 Lackland Ave

Spring Hill FL 34608

727.247.3522

gloriadogshow@hotmail.com

Sponsors: Bill Stebbins & Laurie Maulucci

Areas of Interest: Breeders’ Ed, Fundraising, Futurity, Membership

Aimee Cakebread

12741 W. Sweetwater Ave

El Mirage AZ 85335

602.695.8362

aimeecakebread@gmail.com

Sponsors: Beverly Evans & Lorraine Brown

Areas of Interest: Fundraising

Tristen Lawrence

5303 N CR 775 W

Muncie IN 47304

765.729.8059

Tristenlawrence12@gmail.com

Sponsors: Bill Stebbins & Kim McClure

Areas of Interest: Fundraising & Junior Showmanship

Nancy Parker

7402 Bittersweet Drive

Eden Prairie MN 55344

952.934.7357

bmwwindrosedanes@hotmail.com

Sponsors: Dianne Powers & Margaret Ontl

Areas of Interest: Judges’ Ed, Standard

Sophia Rogers

840 Mansfield Road West

Mansfield NJ 08505

609.516.5098

Rsophia851@gmail.com

Sponsors: Jamie Sarzynski & Charles Marcantonio

Areas of Interest: Junior Showmanship

Leigh DeWitt

82 Paggi Terrace

Wappingers Falls NY 12590

845.467.7217

Ldewitt89@gmail.com

Sponsors: Mimi Kim & Tina Monell

Interests: Health & Research, Historic, Pedigree Bank

Gigi Schlomer

13938 Sunburst Drive

Littleon CO 80127

303.697.0783

ggschlomer@yahoo.com

Sponsors: Lisa Garrison & Kristi Sumpter

Interests: Futurity, Legislation, Membership

Bill & Lisa Barratt

35 Crystal Brook Road

Wolcott CT 06716

203.509.2184

lisabpac@yahoo.com

Sponsors: Karen Desjardins & Kathy Toomey

Interests: Awards, Championship Awards, Fundraising, Futurity, Health & Research, Legislation, Newsletter, Pedigree Bank, Rescue

Tanya Mayer

13303 Apple Hill Drive

Hagerstown MD 21742

301.331.6021

tictactgm@gmail.com

Sponsors: Teresa La Brie & Jamie Sarzynski

Interests: Companion Events

Camille M. Durocher

6727 N 8th Street

Philadelphia PA 19126

215.908.6369

Camille.durocher@gmail.com

Sponsors: Paula Heller & T. Lynn Adams

Interests: Companion Events, GDCA Website, Pedigree Bank

Heather Seager

3849 New Leicester Highway

Leicester NC 28748

828.335.2424

hlsdanes@yahoo.com

Sponsors: Cynthia Lutz & Teresa LaBrie

Interests: Companion Events, Health & Research

Cathy Bracht

9140 Ryan Lake Drive

Stacy MN 55079

612.202.3452

cbmarni@msn.com

Sponsors: Mary Ann Land & Mary Lee Williams

Interests: Breeders’ Ed, Championship Awards, Futurity, Health & Research, Rescue

· Jason - Review Membership Application 
· Several sections were discussed, Lynda will take input back to committee for edit.

· Reducing dues for 2019 – Kathy Munyan
Motion:  To approve a reduction in GDCA Dues as follows to begin in 2019 



Individual Membership from $36 to $30 



Couples Membership from $72 to $60 



Junior Membership from $18 to $15



International Individual Membership from$54 to $45 



International Couples Membership from $108 to $90           


Moved: Bob Edison 

Second: Darryl Pitts 


· News Bulletin – Maria Perkins ~ No Report 

· Top 20 Statistician – Rita Suddarth ~ No Report 

· Trophies – Jean Dinkins~ No Report 

Old Business
 Trademark – Nancy Ridgway~ The trademark wasn’t approved as submitted. Image and wording need to be separated for submission. 
Motion: To approve payment of $1775 to Grady K. Bergen for filing both the image and wording for the GDCA Trademark             



Moved: Cindy Harwin

Second: Phil Gray 

New Business
· AKC Flier for the Great Dane~ Tabled~ Put on agenda for teleconference. 

· Registerable Colors – Jason Hoke~ Covered under Standard report

· Eligibility Requirements to Judge the National and Futurity – Jason Hoke~ Covered in NSSR 

· Role/Responsibilities of Historian and Education Committees – Teresa La Brie~ Send any ideas 

· Request to have the Top National award ribbons created annually by Peppi Greco. - Linda Cain

Motion:   To approve Peppi Greco of Premiere Rosettes to create all GDCA National Rosettes for the awards in Conformation, Futurity, Companion, Performance and Top 20 as listed in NSSR 


Moved: Joyce Rowe

Second: Denise Matulich 

· Top 20~ 
· Moving the Top 20 into the same year as the competition – Cindy Harwin~ Cindy will discuss this and judge’s selection process with Top 20 Committee. 
· GDCA standing Top 20 committee appointed by the board - this would allow for smoother operation of the event.  The regional group would only be responsible for decorating.
· Jason suggests to have Top 20 Chairperson Lynn Adams have 2 co-chairs from different areas of the country. 
· Trial Board ~ Nancy Ridgway will serve as Trial Board Chair  
· Bob has some information to pass along regarding forming a Trial Board Committee  

· Meeting location for April~ 
· Meeting for April will be either Chicago Airport area or Pheasant Run for site visit if Midwest Division approves of this venue for 2020
· Division Realignment- Based on the unbalanced sizes of the divisions, this is something to consider. Worthwhile to consider since it was brought up earlier that at least 3 clubs are facing closing. 

· Analyze current divisions based on size, geography and individual club make-up

· Lynda will discuss with the Division Chairs for feedback
Approval of Motions for Publication in the Bulletin:

Motion:   To accept the minutes of 10/18/2017. 11/17/2017 & 12/01/2017 with correction to remove Sandra     Wierichs from the membership list as she had passed away prior to becoming a member.           



Moved: Neil O’Sullivan
Second: Kathy Munyan
Motion:   To publish information regarding Cleft Pallet Survey from Nicolas Roman. Information will be sent via Constant Contact, Facebook, & Website           



Moved: Neil O
‘Sullivan
Second: Linda Cain

Motion:   To amend the motion regarding publishing the Cleft Pallet Survey to include publishing a Diabetes Survey from Dr. Stephen Cai via Constant Contact, Facebook, & Website 

    

Moved: Neil O
‘Sullivan
Second: Teresa LaBrie 

Motion:   To disapprove electronic correspondences and ballots to individuals or clubs refusing paper mailed correspondences or ballots.           



Moved: Jamie Harshfield 

Second: Neil O‘Sullivan

Motion:  To accept the Treasurers Report as submitted 

         

Moved: Lynda Moriarity

Second: Phil Gray

Motion: The Corresponding Secretary will send a written request to both factions representing Lake Shore Great Dane Club to submit to her all membership meeting minutes from 2016 to the current time within 14 days upon receipt. These requests will be sent both regular mail and Certified Mail with signature return receipt requested

          

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan

Second: Jamie Harshfield


Motion:  To authorize Jean Highlands to submit the following four candidates to the AKC Board of Directors: 



Ann Wallin, James Dok, Harold “Red” Tatro III & Ronald Menaker 
Moved: Neil O’Sullivan

Second: Karen Desjardins

Motion: To accept the following Standing/Special Committee appointments based on those individuals’ acceptance:
Moved: Denise Matulich

Second: Cindy Harwin  

 Advisory Committee- remove Linda Tonnancour, add Dianne Powers

 Health & Research- add Darryl Pitts as co-chair 

 Judges Education- remove Jason Hoke, add Jane Treiber 

 Public Education-add Jay Miller as co-chair
Motion: To accept Kathy Baraga’s Futurity contract for 2018/2019 with edits regarding hotel stay and            

 
ribbons



Moved: Jean Highlands 
Second: Kathy Munyan
Motion:  To accept the final Western Division CPA Financial report and to authorize Kathy to distribute the proceeds as outlined in NSSR            



Moved: Lynda Moriarity 
Second: Phil Gray 

Abstained: Kathy Munyan

Motion: To accept Arnie Eckenrode as Central Division Chair and Kathy Baraga as Central Division Show Chair          



Moved: Bob Edison

Second: Jean Highlands
Abstained: Lynda Moriarity
Motion: To allow Jeffrey Ball & his committee to begin researching and pricing for revamping the current Meet the Breed booth to include two booths: one to be kept in North East and one to be kept in South East             



Moved: Jamie Harshfield
Second: Linda Cain 

Motion:   To always use drawing illustrations instead of photographs for the GDCA Illustrated Standard          




Moved: Karen
 Desjardins
Second: Teresa LaBrie 

Motion: To allow Jason to move forward in working with Heide Martin to draw the GDCA Illustrated Standard            


Moved: Cindy Harwin 
Second: Phil Gray 

Motion: To approve Lynn Adams and Tracey Powell DVM as Breed Mentors            

    

Moved: Linda Cain 

Second: Denise Matulich 
Motion: To accept the 4th quarter applicants Tina Hillenbrand, Cynthia Day, Gail Holmes, Elyades Betancourt, Peggy Poulton, Kirsten Kauffman, Christine Compeau, Pat Gallup, Amy Engle, Angel Ketcham, Jan Storey, Shirley Spall as members of GDCA


Moved: Linda Cain 


Second: Teresa LaBrie
Motion:  To approve a reduction in GDCA Dues as follows to begin in 2019 



Individual Membership from $36 to $30 



Couples Membership from $72 to $60 



Junior Membership from $18 to $15



International Individual Membership from$54 to $45 



International Couples Membership from $108 to $90           



Moved: Bob Edison 

Second: Darryl Pitts

Motion: To approve payment of $1775 to Grady K. Bergen for filing both the image and wording for the GDCA Trademark             



Moved: Cindy Harwin

Second: Phil Gray

Motion:  To accept motions 


Moved: Linda Cain 

Second Denise Matulich
Motion: To adjourn @ 5:35 PM



Moved: Teresa LaBrie 
Adjourn
Board meeting schedule –
2018 - January 20/21; April 7/8; July 28/29
2019 – January 19/20; April 6/7; July 27/28
2020 – January 18/19; April 4/5; July 25/26
2021 – January 23/24; April 10/11; July 31/August 1
2022 - April 9/10
