The Great Dane Club of America, Inc.

Board of Directors Meeting
April 6th, 2019
Board of Directors Meeting: Called to order at 9:05 AM 
Members Present: Jason Hoke, Kathy Munyan, Jean Highlands, Bob Edison, Jessie Gerszewski, Joyce Rowe, Neil O’Sullivan, Lynda Moriarity, Denise Matulich, Karen Desjardin, Linda Cain, Joy DeGruccio, Teresa LaBrie  
Guest: Wanda Hepler

 Absence of Board Members:  Jamie Harshfield, Lucinda Harwin, Darryl Pitts, Kathleen Fennell 

Motion: To excuse absences of Lucinda Harwin, Jamie Harshfield, Kathleen Fennell, Darryl Pitts. Moving forward, absences of board members for reasons other than health or work will be excused or unexcused on an individual basis. 

Moved: Jesse Gerszewski 

2nd Karen Desjardin
 Minutes – Kathleen Fennell

Motion: To accept the 01.19 Board Meeting and 02.20.19 Teleconference Meeting minutes with the following correction to the 01/19/2019 Minutes ~ Under Top 20-Add to the motion that Karen would contact Cheryl Robbins re: implementation of Boxer Top 20.  

              Moved: Jesse Gerszewski

2nd Neil O’Sullivan 

Board Meeting:

 President’s Report – Jason Hoke 
Motion: To move to executive Session @9:25 AM.
Moved Neil O’Sullivan 

 Secretary’s Report – Denise Matulich
Judges contract for 2020 have been mailed. 

Ballot for 2021 ready to go once current membership is verified.

Correspondence regarding clarification on the CHIC exemptions. Dogs used at stud who were born before  2003 are exempt from the CHIC guidelines.  

· Treasurer’s Report – Kathy Munyan
Motion: To Accept the Treasurers Report as presented


Moved: Linda Cain 


2nd Jean Highland

 Affiliate Club Representative’s Report – Cindy Harwin 
4 clubs have sent by-law revisions, which have been forwarded to the revision committee for review. 
 AKC Delegate’s Report – Jean Highlands
AKC Website now lists Health Statements for each breed Neil will check to see if the list for Great Danes is accurate/complete.

August 9-11 is the Parent Club Health Conference in St Louis. Denise will review and monitor the AKC Market Place tool that lists breeders/pups available. 

AKC.TV website has video of each breed, event, and series. 

Museum Auction items considered possible as purchases for Parent Clubs to use. Neil will research the Dane items to see if there are any items the club would want to purchase. 
Standing Committees:

o Advisory –Linda Ridder, Dave Miller, Dianne Powers
 No Report 

o Awards – Margaret Ontl - Hall of fame discussion (Merle-preliminary)
 To be tabled to next Board Meeting as we are waiting for historical reports from AKC regarding champions finished, litters produced etc based on color.  

o Constitution & By-Laws – Nancy Ridgway & Lourdes Carvajal & Linda Cain 
 Almost finished with editing, will get to Kathleen for typing then out to everyone for final review. 

o Futurity – Kathy Baraga
 For 2019 we have 130 litters nominated ~ 270 pups- 131 dogs/139 bitches 

 Kathy proposed having the ability to enter/pay for futurity entries online rather than snail mail. Will discuss this with Melissa Ekis and Kathy Munyan. 
o Health & Research – Dr. Neil O’Sullivan & Dr. Darryl Pitts
 Fertility Study- Neil will follow up on participant questions. Denise reported that Dr. Myers along with 4 of his students will be setting up a lab at the GDC of Northern Cal Specialty with ultrasound, laser etc. They currently have about 25 dogs signed up for collection. 

 Megaesophagus-Additional litters have been submitted. There is a paper in draft form but before it gets to submission, they want to have the 2nd marker identified. There may be a 2-marker test coming which could predict a litter having effected pups, high number of effected pups or no effected pups. 

 Merle Gene-No report~ 

 CHIC Requirements – The Parent Club would like to see the cardiac component for OFA CHIC for Danes to require an echocardiogram from a board-certified cardiologist. OFA guidelines allow a parent club to have input on what types of screenings are pertinent to their breed, however at this time they do not allow a parent club to dictate a specific type of screening. Meaning, the parent club can ask for cardiac screening, but at this time it can’t specifically require an echocardiogram. Neil is still working with our OFA representative to see how to move forward with this. DCM diagnosis can be contradicted between cardiologists; therefore, it is recommended that individuals seek second opinions to confirm normal vs abnormal results. 
 Epilepsy- Gary Johnson written a report on his work with Cane Corso’s and Shiba Innu’s where he has found 2 separate mutations regarding Epilepsy. He now has several Dane samples. He has 19 breeds represented that are participating in the epilepsy study. 
o Judges Education – Robert Edison (chair), Dale Tarbox and Jane Treiber – 
 Illustrated Standard - discuss current commentary found in illustrated standard
Motion: To correct and/or eliminate any commentary and/or images from the illustrated standard in print and on website. 


Moved: Jesse Gerszewski 

2nd Linda Cain 
 Bob and Jason will work on changes on educating mentors and judges education procedures and submit to Board for review. 
o Judges Selection – 1st Ballot 2021
 Ballots ready to go out, just waiting for finalized membership list. 
o Junior Showmanship – Tristen Lawrence
 No Report 

o Membership Health and Welfare – Melanie Wisdom
 Carnell Gurrath passed away. GDCA will make a $500 donation in her name to the Charitable Trust.
 Edward Lyons passed away. GDCA will make a $500 donation in his name to the Charitable Trust. 
o National Specialty Coordinator - Lynda Moriarty~ No online hotel reservations will be accepted for National Specialty Shows. 
 2018- Midwest Division- Questions about motor home fees, parking, power as well as all breed trial. 
 2019 – Northeast Division – Va. Beach, VA. 
 2020 – Central Division – Sandusky, Ohio~ Division is holding regular meetings, contracts are out. There will not be a specialty after the National. 
 2021 – Southeast Division -Myrtle Beach, SC ~Wanda Hepler reported Saturday October 23- Saturday October 30. Additionally, the GDC Of Mid-South will host an Independent Specialty on Sunday October 31.  Working securing the site for the performance events. Working on securing a superintendent for the event. 


 2022 – South Central ~Joyce Rowe has brought proposal #2, still working through contract with the hotel. 
 2023 – Western ~ Looking into a new site, planning site visits in May/June in New Mexico 
 Division Realignment

o Performance and Companion Events – Tracy Powell sent an update on where she is at with the position and what she has been doing
 Started a Facebook Group for GDCA Companion/Performance Committee 

 Contacted 2019 Division Chair and Companion Chair 

 Donations for performance trophies ~ a link has been set up on Website

 Raffle during obedience/rally event, now accepting donations of items 
 Compiling a file of all responsibilities for this position 
o Public Education – Jay Miller – Meet the Breeds booth
 No Report 

o Rescue – Kathie Shea 
 No Report

o Standard (Breed) – Sharon Fulford-Fint 
 No Report

o Website – Dan Palantino – 
 Working on electronic forms & payments for Futurity
Special Committees

       Breeders Education – Joy Lobato/Cindy Harwin
· No Report 
Breed Mentor – Bill Stebbins 
· Jason read report from Bill
Breeder Referral – Michelle Conroy
· No Report 
Code of Ethics – Bob Edison
· Review eligibility document for judging National events prepared by the Ethics Committee
Motion: To accept the Ethics Committees recommended revisions to Eligibility Requirements to judge a Great Dane National Specialty with the following changes: 

· Point 2- any person suspended by the American Kennel Club, or other foreign dog registry for inappropriate treatment of animals.
 

· Point 5- any person subject to the proceedings of a trial board or other matter pertaining to conduct review, at the time of balloting and election of judges.

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Karen Desjardin 
· Review recommendations for changes to BOD Code of Conduct from Ethics Committee
Motion: To revise the BOD Code of Ethics to include a statement regarding reprimand for an infraction. Above the signature line the following will be added: 

I understand that infractions of the above will result in review Board of Director review and may result in reprimand or my removal Board of Directors.   

Moved: Linda Cain 
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2nd Jessie Gerszewski 
· Committee will now review current membership code of ethics and related conduct standings 
Charitable Trust  - Sue Davis Shaw 

· Awarded two $500 grants to Jr Handlers at Westminster ~Carolyn Thomas Scholarship
· Advertising disaster relief fund 
· Added Jennifer Hester as an additional research consultant
· Currently screening scholarship applicants

Corporate Sponsors – Debi Romerosa
· No Report 

Historian – Dan Palantino
· No Report 
Legislative – Jean Highlands
· Jean continues to forward pertinent information to the Board and Affiliate Clubs

Membership –Lynda Moriarty
· The following applicants have been approved by the Membership Committee for publication in the GDCA Bulletin. The Membership Chairman must receive comments concerning these applicants during the forty-five (45) day period following publication.
Sofie Grace Salmon (Junior Member)

1207 W. Skillman Ave

Roseville MN 55113

651.410.3872

Dogshow19@hotmail.com

Sponsors:  Sandy Mauck & Sue Larkin

Interests:  Website, Junior Showmanship, Public Education, 

Performance & Companion Events, Rescue

Cynthia Cannova

5822 La Gorce Circle

Lake Worth FL 33463

561.635.3254

Ccannova23@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Pat Ciampa & Roger Ritzman

Interests:  Awards, Charitable Trust, Corporate Sponsors, Fundraising, Futurity, Standard

Patti Nehr

5835 Curdy Road

Howell MI 48855

pattinehr@ameritech.net

Sponsors:  Shirley Struble & Michelle Neff

Interests:  Awards, Breeders’ Ed, Public Education

Lisa Bemis

46526 SE Dowling Road

Sandy OR 97055

503.891.7017

notorietydane@msn.com

Sponsors:  Louise Van Alstyne & Sherry Acena

Interests:  Awards, Futurity, GDCA Website, Health & Research, Historic
Amber Finkel

3021 SW 116th Ave

Davie FL 33330

954.205.8575

ambervfinkel@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Jay Miller & Lorraine Rainwater

Interests:  National Specialty Committee Chair
Motion: To approve the following list of Published Applicants as new members, pending any comments that may be received prior to the deadline of the commenting period.

Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Joyce Rowe  

Elizabeth (BJ) Barnhart

9121 SW 81 Ave

Miami FL 33156

786.229.7960

protectatoe@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Jessie Gerszewski & Lori Cornelius

Interests:  Awards, Breeders’ Ed, Futurity, Health & Research, 

Judges’ Ed, Legislation, Rescue

Shenandoah Ellis-Ulmer

7 Farm Creek Road

Newton NJ 07860

509.385.3270

shenanulmer@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  Karen Martin & Georgia Hymmen

Interests:  Judges’ Ed, Membership, Public Education, Standard

Carlos Campos & Dr. Fernando Baldera

Residential del Monte

Casa 43 C

Los Angeles, San Rafael de Heredia - Costa Rica

005068814142

casaarabol@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  Stephanie Taylor & Sally Lynn

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed, Judges’ Ed, Standard

Adam and Debi Konkoly-Thege

23866 Via Alisol

Murrieta CA 92562

951.609.6620

gunnykonkoly@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  Deborah Romerosa & Sherry Acena

Interests:  Charitable Trust, Public Education, Performance & Companion Events, 

Rescue, Standard

Sandy Allen

80 Silo Road

Orrtanna PA 17353

301.639.2404

Rick.sandy.allen@comcast.net

Sponsors:  Jason Hoke & Barbara Waldkirch

Interests:  Futurity, Performance & Companion Events

Heather Oglesby & Logan Yankowski (Junior Member)

33707 Windcrest Estates Blvd

Magnolia TX 77354

713.865.0315

H_oglesby@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  Sandy Brandt & Jennifer Bell

Interests:  Fundraising & Junior Showmanship

Bianca Gonzalez

1232 Sand Stone Drive

Richmond TX 77406

832.452.4006

pegasusgd@me.com

Sponsors:  Kathleen Fennell & Yvonne Weed

Interests:  Rescue

Jose & Maria Diaz

Hermenegildo Acoltan 116

Pachuea Hgo – Mexico

005217716848453

D_iriso@yahoo.com.mx

Sponsors:  Jessie Gerszewski & Jeff Lawrence

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed, GDCA Website, Standard

Dusti Booth

34024 Pleasant Valley Road

Poteau OK 74953

918.315.0529

d.booth.ccra@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Kristi Allison & Kathleen Fennell

Interests:  Futurity, Health & Research, Membership, Public Education, Rescue
Peggy Mignon

53 Falbury Crescent NE

Calgary Alberta Canada T3J 1H8

403.813.8464

valbydane@shaw.ca

Sponsors:  Marie Elaine Hunter & Michele Grenkow

Interests:  Standard

Heather Whitaker

1310 Southwood Plantation Road

Tallahassee FL 32311

904.465.0584

Dodgeroletgal48@yahoo.com

Interests:  Performance & Companion Events

Sponsors:  Patricia Thomas & Joyce Guthrie

Melisa Ruppert

3606 Sandy Lane

Weston WI 54476

262.993.1917

landmarkdanes@aol.com

Sponsors:  Carolyn Mc Namara & Nichole Conneen Holmes

Interests:  Futurity

Maren Cornish

39887 Swedlow Trail

Oak Glen CA 92399

951.692.6444 

nsrdanes@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Cathy Schaefer & Sharon Johns

Interests:  Breeders’ Ed, Charitable Trust, Standard


Nora Hladik

4244 State Route 94

Columbia NJ 07832

973.459.0110

noraahladikk@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Carmella Jichetti & Karin Roseman

Interests:  Futurity, Membership, Performance & Companion Events

Lance & Debbie Johnson

1399 FM 346 E

Whitehouse TX 75791

debbiejoo@yahoo.com

Sponsors:  Kimberly McClure & Patrice Lawrence

Interests:  Awards

       News Bulletin – Mindy Tandy
· Deadline for reports is April 16

National Top 20 Coordinator – T. Lynn Adams 
· No Report 

Top 20 Statistician – Rita Suddarth
· No Report 
Trophies – Kathleen Fennell
· No Report 
Old Business
 Division realignment-
Divisions would benefit from proposed realignment of 4 divisions from 6. A proposal will be prepared for the membership and will include new maps and spreadsheet of financials. 

 Color code

Neil- Would like the board to review and report back via Board Group by July 1~ At July meeting will be discussed and prepared to be sent to membership. This will allow enough time for preparation to have ready for discussion at October General Membership Meeting.  

 Cyndy Steiner Ribbons
Motion: To contract with Cyndi Steiner to make all rosettes/ribbons for the 2019 Northeast National Specialty, including regular and non-regular classes, Futurity, Top 20, Parades, Agility, Obedience, Rally, Invitational, etc. Karen Desjardin will act as point person. 

       Moved: Karen Desjardin 
2nd Denise Matulich  
 Hall of Fame /VA review~ Tabled 
New Business
· Gary Richards Proposal~ Tabled 
· Sponsor proposal from Debi Romerosa~ Tabled 
· Rules & Regulations – Top 20 & People’s Choice Award
· Discussion on how to handle ties in the Top 20 

· Karen reported how the Boxer Club handles the Peoples Choice Award 

Motion: To award a People’s Choice Award to commence with the 2019 National Top 20 Event with the winner to be announced at the National Auction Dinner  
Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Denise Matulich  
Motion: To move forward with Cheryl Robbins and Karen Desjardin to co-produce the Top 20 at the 2019, and to give Cheryl full control to follow her (Boxers) protocol. Cheryl will have latitude to do it all her way.  
Moved: Jessie Gerszewski 

2nd Bob Edison

Motion: To approve the following motions for publication in the Bulletin:   

Motion: To excuse absences of Lucinda Harwin, Jamie Harshfield, Kathleen Fennell, Darryl Pitts. Moving forward, absences of board members for reasons other than health or work will be excused or unexcused on an individual basis. 


Moved: Jesse Gerszewski 

2nd Karen Desjardin

Motion: To accept the 01.19 Board Meeting and 02.20.19 Teleconference Meeting minutes with the following correction to the 01/19/2019 Minutes ~ Under Top 20-Add to the motion that Karen would contact Cheryl Robbins re: implementation of Boxer Top 20.  

 
Moved: Jesse Gerszewski

2nd Neil O’Sullivan 

Motion: To move to executive Session @9:25 AM.


Moved Neil O’Sullivan

Motion: To Accept the Treasurers Report as presented


Moved: Linda Cain 


2nd Jean Highland

Motion: To correct and/or eliminate any commentary and/or images from the illustrated standard in print and on website. 


Moved: Jesse Gerszewski 

2nd Linda Cain 

Motion: To accept the Ethics Committees recommended revisions to Eligibility Requirements to judge a Great Dane National Specialty with the following changes: 

· Point 2- any person suspended by the American Kennel Club, or other foreign dog registry for inappropriate treatment of animals.
 

· Point 5- any person subject to the proceedings of a trial board or other matter pertaining to conduct review, at the time of balloting and election of judges.


Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Karen Desjardin 

Motion: To revise the BOD Code of Ethics to include a statement regarding reprimand for an infraction. Above the signature line the following will be added: 

· I understand that infractions of the above will result in review Board of Director review and may result in reprimand or my removal Board of Directors.   


Moved: Linda Cain 


2nd Jessie Gerszewski 

Motion: To approve the list of Published Applicants as new members, pending any comments that may be received prior to the deadline of the commenting period.


Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Joyce Rowe  

Motion: To contract with Cyndi Steiner to make all rosettes/ribbons for the 2019 Northeast National Specialty, including regular and non-regular classes, Futurity, Top 20, Parades, Agility, Obedience, Rally, Invitational, etc. Karen Desjardin will act as point person. 


Moved: Karen Desjardin 

2nd Denise Matulich  

Motion: To award a People’s Choice Award to commence with the 2019 National Top 20 Event with the winner to be announced at the National Auction Dinner  


Moved: Neil O’Sullivan 

2nd Denise Matulich  

Motion: To move forward with Cheryl Robbins and Karen Desjardin to co-produce the Top 20 at the 2019, and to give Cheryl full control to follow her (Boxers) protocol. Cheryl will have latitude to do it all her way.  



Moved: Jessie Gerszewski 

2nd Bob Edison

Moved: Joyce Rowe 
2nd Neil O’Sullivan 
Adjourn
Motion: To adjourn:   
Moved: Karen Desjardin

Board meeting schedule –
2019 – July 27/28, October 6th
2020 – January 18/19; April 4/5; July 25/26
2021 – January 23/24; April 10/11; July 31/August 1
2022 - April 9/10
